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See us on the web at www.floridagreyhounds.com & Facebook  

L_\ĕ@fle[jĊĕJle 

GPA Officers & Representatives  
President 

Dennis Tyler  -  321-242-9010 

cfgpa@cfl.rr.com  
 

Vice-president 

Monique Moore  -  321-639-8883 
 

Secretary/Treasurer/Newsletter 

Claire Tyler  -  321-242-9010 

greymomcrt@cfl.rr.com  
 

Communications Secretary 

Lorie Stewart  -  321-779-9289 

zoomer@cfl.rr.com  
 

Special Events & PR 

Brenda Stacy  -  321-794-9180 

glassngreys@cfl.rr.com  

 

Special Events & Petco - North 

Vicki Smith - 321-632-3502 

greyladie@cfl.rr.com  
 

Petco  -  Viera 

Nancy Passage - 321-757-6156 

AMAZINGREYS2@aol.com  

 

Calendar Year Summaries  
 

2009   34 adoptions,  

              378  transported 

2010   12 adoptions  

             246 transported 

GPACF is a non-profit 501(c)3 Organization 

THOSE UNFORGETTABLE EYES  

Since the racing season ended in late March, we have managed to assist 
greyhounds at other locations throughout the state. We have made trips 
to Naples, Sarasota, West Palm Beach, Ebro and Sanford/Orlando Ken-
nels.  We are known for our ability to move greyhounds into adoption.   
Owners and Trainers are constantly calling or e-mailing us.  In Florida 
with itsõ 13 greyhound tracks, there is always one constant need ð 
òHomes for Greyhounds!!!!ó 

On July 20, we made a trip to the Sanford/Orlando Kennel Compound.  
Our mission was to evaluate and cat test greyhounds that were available.   
We were in the process of putting a shipment together and Adoption 
groups had given us their requests.  Our major problem was in finding 
Cat Friendly greyhounds.   The shipment we were preparing only had re-
quests for 6 no cat greyhounds.  Considering we would be transporting 40 
greyhounds, this gave us a very low percentage of no cat hounds.   

We arrived at the compound at 7 AM, and immediately started going to 
the different kennels.  Dennis had lists of greyhounds that were to be 
evaluated.  One kennel was closing down, so we went there first.  One by 
one the greyhounds were introduced to our volunteer cat and we did a 
quick evaluation.  So many greyhounds would nuzzle up to us and look 
for a friendly ear rub.  We would keep our fingers crossed that they would 
pass the testing.  The best personalities and dogs with confidence tended 
to also be not cat friendly.  As we left each kennel, we would look back 
and see all these faces and eyes staring back at us.   

That day we managed to visit 13 different kennels and evaluated 89 grey-
hounds.    We selected 11 greyhounds to come back to Melbourne with 
us and the following week we brought back another 13.   There were a 
few greyhounds that tugged on our heart strings and we felt it was impor-
tant to take them.  We have always said, òThere are greyhounds that we 
need and then there are greyhounds that need usó.   

We shared the information on the 65 remaining greyhounds with the 

other adoption groups in Orlando.  Our big hope is that room will come 

available and they will all get homes.  Itõs hard not to forget their faces.  

We continually have visions of those haunting, unforgettable eyes reach-

ing out to us saying òDonõt forget me ð come pick meó.   

By Claire Tyler 
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Greyhound IndustryĄSlowdown 
By Dennis  Tyler 

      In 2009 nine greyhound tracks 
closed to live racing, one each in Rhode 
Island, Texas, Wisconsin, Kansas and 
Arizona, two each in New Hampshire, 
and Massachusetts.  Three more tracks 
are going to a òseasonaló operation from 
a year round operation in 2010. 

       Currently there are 13 in Florida, (6 
will be seasonal in 2010) three tracks in 
Alabama, two tracks each in Iowa and 
West Virginia and one each in Texas, Arkansas and 
Arizona.   As you can see, there are more greyhound 
tracks in Florida than the rest of the country com-
bined. 

        It does not take a math major to know that in the 
heyday of greyhound racing there were some 50 grey-
hound tracks in operation and now there are 23. 

       There has been a significant increase of other 
gambling opportunities from the state lottery to the 
casino type gambling that has blossomed in many 
states.      People are less likely to bet on a sport that 
requires a wait of 12 to 20 minutes between races.    
Casino type gambling requires little or no thought and 
the winnings although few and far between can be 
huge! 

       Competition with Indian casinos has increased 
greyhound track losses in Florida.  In 2010,  the Indi-
ans were given òexclusive rightsó to many types of 
gaming that Florida greyhound tracks have been de-
nied. 

        If you couple that with a lagging economy and 
some of the animal rights groups pushing their posi-
tions on greyhound racing, there is no signs of stop-
ping the decline of greyhound racing.     Many tracks 
are only racing live due to state laws, as is the case in 
Florida.   Most tracks here bring in more profit from 
Poker rooms or casino type gambling than greyhound 
racing. 

       In 2011 greyhound racetrack operators in Florida 
and Iowa will be lobbying state legislative representa-
tives to allow them to operate poker rooms and casi-
nos without the requirement for greyhound racing.   If 
this happens there will be Tsunami of greyhound 
òPetsó at multiple tracks here in Florida and possibly 
Iowa. 

         Greyhound Pets Of America 
has formed a National committee; 
called the United Pathfinder Project; 
with members from most US states 
to alert all greyhound adoption 
groups of the possible huge increase 
of greyhounds available for adop-
tion.      Alane Shultz from Missouri 
and I, co chair that committee. 

Clip, Save, & Recycle 
You can help GPA by clipping 
& saving your Purina Weight 
Circles.  Even though we are 
not using Purina in the kennels, 
we are still able to redeem 
weight circles for any kind of 
Purina Dog Food and Purina 
Cat Food.  Cat litter circles do 
NOT count.   

GPA is also able to recycle old or discarded Cell 
Phones.  These items can be turned into extra cash for 
the group.   

 Weight circles & Cell Phones can also be mailed to 
Claire Tyler, 3525 Manassas Ave, Melbourne, FL, 
32934   

 

Weõd like to extend a big Thank You to the American 
Greyhound Council and the Sebastian Haul Fund.  In 
May we applied for grants from these organizations.   

We are pleased to announce that GPA Central Florida 
received $1,500 from the American Greyhound Coun-
cil.  We really appreciate their continued annual sup-
port.  

We received $1,066 from the Sebastian Haul Fund.  
SHF is a new organization to help with funding grey-
hound shipments from Central Florida.  The grant 
helps cover some of the expenses for the May 15 ship-
ment that went to Buffalo New York.    

GRANT NEWS 
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GREY- MAIL 
Dear Dennis and Claire,  

Just a note to tell you that Luke has made a wonderful 

transition   into his new forever home.  Our family says 
it's as if he has always been here.    

His crate (which we will be 
keeping) is beside my chair in 
our large living room--we 
keep it open and he goes in 
and out of it at will.  I began 
leaving him in it for short pe-
riods from the first day per 
the book's instructions.  He 
has washable bedding, per 
Sara and he also has his own 
Persian rug (4x8) that he can 
crash on--and yet, sometimes 
he just lays on the hardwood 
floor.   He is NEVER off lead except in the house, and 
we haven't gone to any of the yards that have been of-
fered yet because I wanted him to be accustomed to the 
routine of our place first.  He tells me if he needs to go 
out, though I take he and Tillie out often.  We have an 
established walking route which allows him to wet of-
ten as well as have a favorite pooping place.   

Tillie (short for is Tillandsia) is a pure breed Jack Rus-
sell.  She is 12 years old and weighs 11.5 pounds.  She 
was my husbands dog and his shadow.  He was diag-
nosed with cancer and recently passed away.  Tillie was 
lost without him and was in sad shape. 

Luke and Tillie are a hoot walking next to each other 
and I get a much needed chuckle when I take them 
out.   Tillie has stopped having whining and crying ses-
sions, has stopped the aimless wandering and burrow-
ing in the bed and staying there. She is out in the living 
room all of the time, now and has become more her 
personable self.  Luke and our cat actually lay around 
on the living room floor.  I kept them separated at first 
and then gradually let our cat become accustomed to 
him--he has no interest in her and they peacefully coex-
ist, so she asks to come into the house from her porch 
more often now.    

Luke is truly an equal opportunity dog, he greets every-
one with interest and affection if they encourage 
it.  The way he tries  to jump and prance around is truly 
funny but I discourage the jumping part in a quiet 

way.  I don't want him to get hurt.  He has no problem 
with our wood and tile floors and is extremely well be-
haved.   His sweet temperament charms everyone, but 
we insist that Tillie gets attention first because she is the 

senior dog.  She has no jealousy with 
him because she figured out that she can still 
get in all of our friend's and family's laps, and 
he can't!    

Because Luke walks on a lead so beautifully, 
Tillie is walking better on hers, which is an 
added bonus.    

Cool Hand Luke has been accepted for tem-
perament testing at the next session of Ther-
apy Dogs of America's group in July.  After 
seeing his affect on Tillie and our friends and 
family--and remembering how much my hus-
band enjoyed the therapy dogs that visited 

him in the hospital, it occurred to me that this might be 
a good fit for both of us and a beautiful way to pay re-
spect to my husband's memory.  One of his favorite all 
time movies was "Cool Hand Luke", thus the addition 
to Luke's name.  And he is a truly cool, calm and mel-
low presence in our lives now.    

Thank you for all of your reassurance and input--I 
know that you want each adoption to be successful--so 
I just want to reassure you that Luke is a prince of a 
companion, he is sensitive to what goes on around him, 
notices everything and is living life appropriate to his 
princely status.    

Very happy to be owned by a greyhound,    

Sandee     

 

 SPECIAL OFFER that HELPS GPA 

Are you shopping for a special collar for your grey-
hound?  Planning on getting a special Christmas pre-
sent for your greyhound?   

Neenaõs Greyt Collars offers a portion of each pur-
chase to the adoption group of your choice.  Neena is 
offering a special Double Donation incentive to all 
purchases in November/December.  An average of 
$6.00 will come back to GPA.   

You can check out all of the beautiful collars at    

www.neenasgreytcollars.com                       

http://www.neenasgreytcollars.com
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ANNUAL ONLINE AUCTION 
Please mark your calendars !!!!!!!! 

Dates:  September 12-20 
Hosted by 2 Hounds Design 

Website: http://2houndsdesign.com/cgi-bin/2hounds.Pl?category=GBA 
Check out www.floridagreyhounds.com for a quick link to site. 

This week long Online Auction is a 
major fundraiser for GPA.  Over 130 
items will be up on the auction site 
and we are delighted with the assort-
ment of donated items that are avail-
able.  There is something for everyone.  
We have managed to acquire fine art works, statues, 
jewelry, and hound related items.  There are even 
some Christmas items for early shoppers.  

All proceeds from this auction will go to help the 
greyhounds in our care.   While we are able to use the 
Kennel compounds at Melbourne Greyhound Park, 
we are responsible for covering expenses for Kennel 
Help.  These expenses run over $2,500 a month.  
GPA absorbs all the expenses for dog food, kennel 
supplies, equipment maintenance.  Our biggest ex-
pense is surgical repair of an injured greyhound.  Cost 
of repair can range from $500 to $2,400 depending on 
the severity of the injury.  In 2009/2010, GPACF 
helped over 20 greyhounds with racing injuries. 

If you belong to any online chat rooms or forums, 
please help promote this auction.  Please let friends in 

the greyhound community know.  With your support , 
we can have a successful fundraiser.   

 Remember Bid Early & Bid Often!!!!!!!! 

ONLINE AUCTION 

$100 BID    

WARNINGĄGREYHOUNDS HAVE 
BEEN KNOWN TO BLOW THEIR 
ALLOWANCE ON AUCTION ITEMS 
FOR GPACF!!!!:O) 

Making a Difference!!!! 

At the end of August, GPA Central Florida will have 
transitioned 259 greyhound so far in 2010.  That puts 
the total to 6,762 greyhounds that have transitioned 
into adoption since 1996.   

As many of you know this is no small feat.  It has taken 
a lot of hard work and sometimes very creative meas-
ures to make sure all of the greyhounds are properly 
cared for and fulfill our mission to òMake Adoption a 
Real Optionó.   

Our ability to transport has made a difference for 
countless greyhounds.  We have ventured to several 
tracks and farms throughout the state when the need 
arises.   Recently we extended assistance with a track 
seasonal close at Ebro, Florida.  This was tagged on the 
return from a shipment to Buffalo. 

It takes support for us to accomplish this important 
mission.  Thank you to all who have generously sup-
ported our efforts.  You help us òMake a Differenceó. 

http://2houndsdesign.com/cgi-bin/2hounds.pl?category=GBA
http://www.floridagreyhounds.com
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     After years of using Purina products, we recently 
had to discontinue our use of Purina One Dog food 
at our GPA Kennel.    We have noticed over time 
that all our greyhounds are not gaining weight as they 
have in the past and some have even lost weight.    At 
first the 4-cup portions were the same and then we 
increased the portions with little effect. 

      Purina made a major change to their formulas.   
The new Purina One òSmart Blendó Chicken and 
Rice shredded formula gave us additional problems.   
Some greyhounds refused to eat the new large 
chicken chunks but would eat the rest of the food.   
Several greyhounds took all day to eat and some left 
uneaten food that we had to discard daily. 

       We found that upon weighing all the greyhounds 
prior to surgery, there were some that were slightly 
under their race weight.    This was after the grey-
hounds were on the Purina Product for two weeks.  
When we increased the amount of food for each 
feeding there was no significant change. 

     Anyone that has done research on dog food via 
the Internet will tell you that the more you study the 
more confusing it gets.     It is clear, however, that 
most sites agree that several ingredients like Corn, 
Soy and other òfillersó are not good in dog food.   As 
always the ingredients are listed in order from the 
most to the least amount in the bag but the term òBy-
productsó leaves a lot to be desired. 

       One of the most important factors is òwill the 
dogs like to eat itó.   Some of what is considered to 
be the òbestó or òrecommendedó foods are some-
times not well liked by greyhounds.  For the present 
time, we are switching to Diamond brand òNaturalsó 
Chicken formula with no corn or soy.    That food is 
presently being used at the GPA kennel in Daytona 
so we know that they will eat it.     We may have to 
try other brands if this food does not produce the 
results we are looking for at present.    We want all 
our greyhounds to gain a few pounds before going 
into their new homes. 

        GPA Central Florida is not endorsing any par-
ticular food but we just wanted everyone to know 
that many dog food companies are òcutting backó on 
the ingredients and you may notice changes in your 
greyhoundõs behavior or weight. 

DOG FOOD DILEMMA  

We have found a new location.  Our 2011 event will 
be held at Gleason Park in Indian Harbour Beach.  
The Park is just north of the Eau Gallie Causeway & 
South Patrick Drive intersection.    

This new site will enable us to use the IHB recreation 
facility.  All vendors/raffles/auctions/pets & pet own-
ers will be able to enjoy air conditioned comfort.   We 
are also planning break-out sessions in a smaller meet-
ing room to allow informative talks on dog related ac-
tivities (i.e. teeth cleaning, behavior issues).  

We are tickled to have the "Gilley Greyhound Danc-
ing, Singing & Comedy Review" as our main feature.  
We canõt wait to see what new  tricks have been mas-
tered by all the talented greyhounds that make up the 
Gilley Gang. 

 The Park is very dog friendly and has a nice paved 
walkway around a small lake and a childrenõs play-
ground.  It should help provide a fun day for the entire 
family.    

WOOFSTOCK 2011  
* * RESERVE THE DATE * *  

February 20, 2011 - (11:30 to 4:00)  

2011 CG Calendars  

The order has been placed for the 2011 Celebrating 
Greyhounds Calendars.  Last year the order was sold 
out fast.  GPA Central Flor-
ida will be having the Cal-
endars on sale at all the Fall 
events.   Proceeds from the 
sales will help the grey-
hounds in our care. 

The calendars features stun-
ning pictures of adopted 
greyhounds from across the 
country.  The wall calendars sell for $12.00 and the 
desk calendar is $15. 

If you would like to order the calendars and have them 
mailed to you, submit a check to Claire Tyler, 3525 
Manassas Avenue, Melbourne, FL, 32934.  Please in-
clude $3.00 for each calendar ordered to cover the 
shipping/handling.   
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GGGREYHOUNDREYHOUNDREYHOUND   SSSPECIALPECIALPECIAL    EEEVENTSVENTSVENTS      

 

In Memoriam* 
Owner Dog Name 

John & Pat Eastwood  Kit (Makit Onapaw) 

John & Pat Eastwood  BoZ (JNB Busy Man) 

Maelyn Lessard   Oreo (aka Oriole) 

Amy Briggs   Jumper (Abita Jumper) 

Carrie & Tyler Rossman  Cheyenne Sydney 

Carmen Parsells   Coffee (OutofMilknCoffee)  

Mike & Janice Muench  Pike (Wrong Way Pike) 
 

Also missing special friends and outstanding volunteers.  Carol 
Gfeller and John Stacy 

 

Don't think of her as gone away 

her journey's just begun, 

life holds so many facets 

this earth is only one. 
 

Just think of her as resting 

from the sorrows and the tears, 

in a place of warmth and comfort 

where there are no days and years. 
 

Think of how she must be wishing 

that we could know today, 

how nothing but our sadness 

can really go away. 
 

And think of her as living 

in the hearts of those she touched... 

for nothing loved is ever lost 

and she was loved so much. 
 

*We extend our sincerest sympathies to members who have suffered the loss of a canine companion during this past year.  Please 

accept our apologies for any omissions.  We will  list your pet in the next newsletter if you would let us know. 

September 10-12th - PetSmart Adoption Days.  This 
event helps to promote adopting a pet from local Rescue 
Groups.  PetSmart is located at 1800 Evans Road, West Mel-
bourne, FL.  The store is across from the Melbourne Square 
Mall in the Best Buy, Ross & Sportõs Authority Shopping 
Plaza.  GPA plans on have greyhounds there on Saturday 
September 11 from 10 to 12. 

October 16-17 (10-5) Cocoa Village Craft Fair  Held in 
the historic Cocoa Village, this venue has been the origin of 
many greyhound adoptions.  Please spare some time and 
help promote greyhound adoption with you greyhound.  
Letõs show the public how responsible greyhound owners 
are.  Please contact Vicki Smith at 321-632-3502 or email her 
at greyladie@cfl.rr.com.  

October 22 ñTitusNites   - Mariner Way in downtown 
Titusville (6-9).  Come out an mingle with your hound. 

October 30 ñ  Fall Festival (10-2) ñ Center at Suntree, 
6300 N. Wickham Road.  The shopping center comes alive 
with activity.  An estimated 2,000 attend this event.  It 
should be a greyt place to promote greyhound adoption.  
Naturally it will have a Halloween Theme.  Contact Vicki 
Smith at 321-632-3502 or email at greyladie@cfl.rr.com. 

November 6,  Satellite Beach Founders Day (9-4)  This 
event is held at the David R. Schechter Community Center, 
1089 S. Patrick Drive, Satellite Beach.  This fun event allows 
us to bring greyhound and promote greyhound adoption.  
GPA will have a small sale table set up with hand crafted 
goodies and greyhound calendars.  The theme for this event 
is òFall Fiestaó.  There will be craft booths, flea market, festi-
val food, bake sale and music.    If you are able to help and 
volunteer with your greyhound, please contact Lorie Stewart 
at 321-779-9289 or zoomer@cfl.rr.com   

November 6ñTitusNitesñCruz In at Sand point Park in 
Titusville (4-8).   

December 3ñTitusNitesñGet in the Holiday Spirit in 
Downtown Titusville (6-9) 

December 4-5 (10-5) Cocoa Village Craft Fair  Holiday 
festivities will be in full swing.  This special Arts & Craft Fair 
will feature special Christmas items and vendors.  GPA will 
have an informational table set up and needs help promoting 
greyhound adoption.    Please contact Vicki Smith at 321-
632-3502 or email her at greyladie@cfl.rr.com.  

mailto:greyladie@cfl.rr.com.
mailto:greyladie@cfl.rr.com.
mailto:zoomer@cfl.rr.com
mailto:greyladie@cfl.rr.com.


 

7   -  The Hounds Run Summer 2010 

2010  Membership  
 

Greyhound Pets of America needs your support to help with our many expenses. The fee 
associated with adopting the greyhounds does not always cover our actual expenses.  
GPA Central Florida depends on donations to cover all emergency veterinary expenses, 
kennel supplies, and many other costs incurred that are not met by adoption fees.  Please 
consider becoming a member.  If your are a current member, please be sure to renew your 
membership.  As a member, you will receive our newsletter and be informed of events that 

are happening in our area. 

 

2010 Membership Form 
 
Please complete and mail to: 
 

Greyhound Pets of America, Central Florida, 3525 Manassas Avenue, Melbourne, FL  32934 
 

Name:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address:  __________________________________________________ 

 

City:  ________________________  State:  ________Zip:  ________________ 

 

Telephone:  (        ) _______________  E-mail:  __________________________________________ 

 

* Please check box if there is a change in the information currently on file. 

Type of Membership   

 ___ Family  -  $20 

 ___ General Sponsor  -  $25 

 ___ Donor  -  $50 

 ___ Senior Hound ñNikki Fundò Donor 
 

 Activity Sponsor 

   ___ Frontline Application for 6 Greyhounds - $30 

  ___ Broken Leg Treatment Sponsor 

   ___ Donor to Cover Cost of X-rays  -  $75 

   ___ Donor to Cover Cost to Feed Recovering Greyhound for 6-8 Weeks  -  $60 

   ___ Donor to Cover Surgery $200  -  $1,700 

 ___ Special Testing or Treatment Sponsor  -  $100 

  ___ Donor for Detail Thyroid Testing  -  $50 

  ___ Donor for Thyroid Medications  -  $75 

  ___ Donor for Tick Titer testing  -  $90 

  ___ Donor for Heartworm Treatment  -  $250 
 

www.floridagreyhounds.com   

* New 

* Renewal 

GPACF is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization dedicated to the placement of retired racing greyhounds.  A copy of the 
Florida Registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling 1-800-
435-7352 within the state.  òRegistration does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the State.ó       

EIN - 27-1521370 Group 501(c)3 - 4102 



HHHOUNDOUNDOUND   TTTREATSREATSREATS   

Greyhound Pets of America, Central Florida 

3525 Manassas Avenue 

Melbourne, FL, 32934 

 

FROSTY PAWS ICE CREAM 
32 oz. vanilla yogurt 
1 mashed banana or one large jar 
of baby fruit 
2 T. peanut butter 
2 T. honey 
 
Blend all together and freeze in 
either 3 ounce paper cups or ice 
cube trays. Microwave just a few 
seconds before serving. 
 
NOTE: This can also be made with baby meat instead of 
the fruit and peanut butter.  You can add things your dogs 
love.  For a basic recipe just mix yogurt with banana and 
nothing else in it. 

 

PPPETCOETCOETCO      

VVVOLUNTEERSOLUNTEERSOLUNTEERS   NNNEEDEDEEDEDEEDED   

Do you like to shop and go places with your grey-
hound?   Are you looking for a special place that is air-
conditioned and enjoys having greyhounds come.  
Please consider volunteering and helping our Petco 
coordinators.   

PETCO - Viera  7201 Shoppes Drive, 1:30 - 3 
PM (1st Sat. & 3rd Sun. of each month) contact 

Nancy Passage at AMAZINGREYS2@aol.com  
  

PETCO- Titusville - 3055 Columbia Blvd, - 

1:30 - 3 PM  (1st Sat. & 4th Sun. of each month).  
Contact Vicki Smith at greyladie@cfl.rr.com  


